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Exploring. Planetary extensions 

exists in our imagination – and as 

long as we do not only have one 

future, the future is ours to create.
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house of futures

- �non profit selskab (stiftet 2009)
- “futures studies” inden for politik, business, perfor-		   
mancekunst, design og kommunikation 
- 10 “working members” (fremtidsforskere og visionære) 
- �analyser, visions-processer, strategisk rådgivning, poli-
tikudvikling, magasiner, bøger, seminarer, konferencer 
og foredrag

Eksempler på store projekter:

“In 100 years - starting now”
Støttet af VELUX FONDEN

“co-create construction”
NCC Danmark
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: This way, 
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future politics, business, art, and joy
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: scenarios for sustainable societies in 

100 yEARs

: A one year conversation : how do mindsets 

shift? : paths are made by walking : two 

sensed futures 

: make more use : urban living : the significant 
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fremtidsforskning / Futures studies 

1. �fremtiden er altid anderledes 
end fortiden og nutiden

    - �“stay ... in the future” vs.    
“become ... of the future”

    - “what if?”

2. de tre p’er
    - �probable futures
    - possible futures
    - preferable futures

3. house of futures fem 
tilgange til fremtiden:
    - �Bred tilgang    
    - �tværfaglig tilgang
    - �dyb tilgang
    - �historisk tilgang
    - �involverende tilgang

Konkrete initia-

toiver og ideer 

til handling 

Barrierer og 

muligheder

Visioner og 

drømme

BACKCASTING

NUTID FREMTID



den antropocene tidsalder

“the age of man”

Nobelprisvindende atmosfærisk kemiker, Paul Crut-
zen, er fortaler for denne term. For ham er det ikke 
kun et spørgsmål om at beskrive geologiske ud-
viklinger videnskabeligt – det er et spørgsmål om at 
blive bevidst om, at vi har et ansvar for planeten, 
og at vores skæbne afhænger af, om vi er i stand til 
at påtage os dette ansvar. 



“No one has ever before been asked to 
evolve a planet. There are no experts. 

Nobody on this Earth has seen a 
co-evolutionary, co-creative society. 
We are being asked to divine the 

design of social evolution 
– to design a world.”

 
Barbara Marx Hubburd, “Transforming throug 2012”, 2010.



“the big picture”

Imperialism, 

communism, 

oil, world war

Crisis, fascism, 

totalitarianism

Knowledge labor, BRIC, 

the political consumer, 

nature’s revenge, green 

economy, Islam

Atomic power, welfare 

state, fall of the wall, 

technology, WWW, soft 

management

Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR), social 

innovation, sustainability

mindshifts  og vigtigste produktions-/magtfaktorer de sidste 200 år

1800		  	     1850		             1900		       1950	         	    2000		           2050

Individualism, 

nationalism, liberalism, 

utilitarianism, trade 

unions, socialism

landbrugssamfundet
- land/jord
- hav/vand

industrisamfundet
- maskiner/olie
- kapital/penge

videnssamfundet
- mennesker/hjerner

- maskiner/data

det bæredygtige samfund
- brug og ‘genbrug’ alle 

produktionsfaktorer
- “redefine” og “redesign”! 

Udviklet i samarbejde med Ole Fogh Kirkeby, In100Y-projektet.



“As humans, we are 
brought up with the men-
tal state of preserving and 
maintaining, but we proba-
bly need to change the way 
we think and we need to be 
able to think more in terms 
of how we can deal with 

the unknown.”
 

Carsten Rahbek, professor i biologi, 
Københavns Universitet



“The most beautiful 
experience we can 
experience is the 

mysterious. 
It is the source of all 

true art and science.”
 

Albert Einstein



hvad vi (i store træk) ved om

fremtiden ...

befolkningsudvikling:
- 10 milliarder mennesker på jorden i 2100 (1 mia. i år 1000)
-  halvdelen af alle piger født i dag bliver 100 år eller mere

produktion:
80% af de sidste 2000 års produktion (output) 
er produceret i de sidste 100 år og 25% i de de sidste 10 år

ressourcer:
vi bruger 1/3 mere af planeten end hvad der er bæredygtigt

global opvarmning:
det bliver op til 6 grader varmere om 100 år

biodiversitet:
artsudryddelsen foregår ml. 
100-1000  gange hurtigere end
‘den naturlige udryddelse’



“in 100 years – starting now”

scenario 

process

center assessment 

process (Core Group)

 

Seminar 1

 

Seminar 2 

 

Seminar 3

 

Seminar 4

This way, please!

Preferred futures for 

sustainable societies 2112

 assessment to 

the velux foundation

Support a center of sustainability and  

environment in Denmark? 

mind the 

long run, 
doing good, 

thanks!
no fixes, 

pal! it’s our fu-

ture, love!



future mind tours 
– 4 performance installationer



to me “in100years” is ...

... an interesting meetingplace.

... fruit for thoughts, inspiration, new ideas and HOPE.

... a daring project with a holistic approach that challenge mind sets and belief systems.

... an extension of our professional comfort zone.
   
... extremely important as a stimulus of sustainability knowledge, intention and action.
 
... a promise that there will be a future.

... mind blowing.

... a chance to interact as humans instead of institutions.

... the beginning of a new way of meeting and sharing knowledge that helps us focusing 
on the right values now and in 100 years. 

... a tribute to foresight. 



Overgang til en bæredygtig verden. Ole Fogh Kirkeby 
peger i sin overgangsmyte på, at det er nødt til at 
være en bevægelse, der kommer indefra.

The myth of mellon

“[...] No person reaches Mellon 
without going through their 
memories. Somewhere within 
their memory lies an experience 
that will prove to be the entry
into Mellon.”
 



mindset shift 

from

no mistakes
short term

part of the whole
engineering (mechanism)

hardware
reduce bad

symptom (relief thinking)
getting 

own stuff
me

cost price
cradle to grave
green growth
consumption

to

embrace failures
long term
holism
ecology (organism)
software
do good
prevention
giving / generousity
renting/sharing stuff
we
sustainability price (full cost accounting)
cradle to cradle
new infrastructure 
use



6 opfattelser af natur: 

- det hele / det altomfattende

- natur som kontrast til kultur

- det uberørte (i bbc-programmer)

- landlige som kontrast til byen

- det fysiske (naturvidenskaben)

- planeten jorden

Kilde: Hans Fink, professor, AAU

been there, done that!
 
been where, done what?

He said to the room clerk, 
‘Where can I buy a ticket for a planetary tour?’

‘Right here.’
[...]

The room clerk said, ‘Good weather. Come to think 
of it, I do believe it’s the dry season now.’ He added, 

conversationally, ‘I don’t bother with the outside myself. 
The last time I was in the open was three years ago. 
You see it once, you know, and that’s all there is to 

it – here’s your ticket. Special elevator in the rear. It’s 
marked “To the Tower”. Just take it.’

Isaac Asimov, “Foundation”, 1951



to ønskelige scenarier for 

bæredygtige samfund 2112

scenario #1: man made world

We realize that when we put our minds to it, 
we can develop technologies, organizations, 
political institutions and business models that 
allow us to prosper in ways that do not jeo-
pardize planet Earth. Collectively, we are 
approaching a state of global stewardship in 
which we manage our planet rationally, like 
any sensible landowner would his property. 

scenario #2: power of nature

We realize that everything is nature, and so 
are we. We are one with Mother Earth, and 
we share a common biology and collective 
consciousness. On a deeper level, these are 
the sources of meaning that we all tap into, 
regardless of nationality, religion or culture.  



scenario #1: 
man made world

“The relationship between man and na-
ture will need to transform in order for 
us to have a home in 100 years.”

– Katherine Richardson, professor, Københavns Universitet

“Humans are the dominant animal on 
the planet, and our behaviour plays a 
central role for the Earth’s capacity to 
function.”

– Minik T. Rosing, professor, Københavns Universitet.

 

“The role of finance must evolve to 
serve the real needs of a sustainable 
economy, and it must power the transi-
tion to such an economy. This is a radi-
cal shift.”

– John Fullerton, stifter af Capital Institute.

“Companies that mimic life are more 
profitable.”

– Joseph H. Bragdon, forfatter til “Profit for Life” (2006)



gl. strand, københavn 2112

mindset:

roots:

drivers:

nature:

politics:

business:

ansvarlig determination

1970’erne og “limits to growth”

i den antropocene epoke har vi 
ansvaret for planeten / kriserne 
tackles uansvarligt / politisk initia-
tiv af ny generation af ledere 

naturen er et levende system og 
en ressource

co-creative agenda / optimisme / 
we can do it! / foregangslande 

hurtig respons på nye skattein-
citamenter fra producenter og 
forbrugere / bæredygtige tekno-
logier får kommercielle ‘break-
throughs’ / ‘light-touch’ og ren 
økonomi 

scenario #1: 
man made world



“If people lose interest in nature, they 
lose interest in themselves.”

– Gry Worre Hallberg, performancekunstner og partner 
House of Futures

“Everything is globalised, except the in-
stitutions [...] 50% percent of the world 
economies are entering a green econ-
omy, and once a new system penetrate 
by 20-50% it will change the system. 
Others will have to follow.”

– Schnellnhuber, Sustainability Lecture:“Sustainability as a 
social contract”, University of Copenhagen, 18 Nov. 2011.

“The way we think in the next hundred 
years must be shaped by caring for 
everybody and everything, and we must 
leave our ego-centric way of thinking 
and behaving behind us.”

– Ole Fogh Kirkeby, Professor in Philosophy, Copenhagen 
Business School, quoted from his lecture at the second 
In100Y-seminar 2011.

“We cannot change the outer world 
without changing the inner world.”

– Steen Hildebrandt, professor, Aarhus Universitet.

scenario #2: 
power of nature



gl. strand, københavn 2112

scenario #2: 
power of nature

mindset:

roots:

drivers:

nature:

politics:

business:

holistisk bevidsthed / “oneness”

1970’erne og “small is beautiful”

afvisning af det materielle vækst-
ræs / kriserne tackles uansvarligt 
/ mangel på legitimitet i etablerede 
systemer 

alt er natur / respekt for alt liv

radikale forandringer uden for 
det politiske system / bottom-up 
/ lokale og digitale “Consensus 
councils”

generøsitet / lokale økonomier 
/ markedet er en social samtale / 
værdi er multidimensionel / spon-
tanitet og selvorganisering



ask yourself...
Ask yourself...
What is:
Nature?
Human?
Sustainability?

Donate a word. What is sustainability to you? 
What does it mean to be human? What do you con-
nect with the word nature? We collect words from all 
over the world to make a global collage of thoughts 
and ideas on sustainable development.  Join us at 
www.norden.org/donateaword



house of futures
www.houseoffutures.dk

www.in100y.dk



different for a reason!


